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Graves County Middle School Earns First-Place
Prize in Scholastic Book Fairs National Contest

LAKE MARY, Fla. (February 3, 2011) – Graves County Middle School in Mayfield, Ky., has earned the first-place prize in the Scholastic Book Fairs( National Middle School Student Crew Contest, winning a visit from award-winning author Patrick Carman and $2,000 in books and merchandise from Scholastic, the global children’s publishing, education and media company.  Graves County Middle School won the semi-annual competition by recruiting a team of 28 students called the Crew and using them to plan and conduct the best middle school Scholastic Book Fair in the nation. The competition encourages schools to run their own exciting Book Fair by creating contests, designing advertising campaigns, hosting activities, and developing themes, all aimed at getting kids to visit the Book Fair and read. 
During their Book Fair last fall, Graves County Student Crew members adopted the theme “Reading is Sweet” and transformed their library into a “Sweet Read Shoppe,” complete with a giant gumball machine, lollipops, candy, and more. Crew members in charge of advertising created their own book fair commercial and aired it on the school’s morning news program. The students also uploaded the video to Facebook and invited their friends to attend the book fair using this social network. 
To generate student excitement, Crew members hosted several contests during the book fair, including a classroom door decorating contest and a “Dress as Your Favorite Book Character” day. In addition, the school principal offered students a “sweet” incentive for purchasing books at the fair. For each Book Fair purchase, students were awarded tickets for a drawing. The winners of the drawing got a chance to turn their principal into a human banana split by covering him in whipped cream, chocolate syrup, and cherries.

Students gave back to their school by participating in the One for Books® program. Teachers posted pictures of themselves as babies onto collection jars and displayed them in the library. During the week of the Book Fair, students could vote for the cutest baby by dropping loose change into the corresponding jar. The proceeds of the program were used to purchase books for the Guys Read and Girls Read section of the library.
Other fun Book Fair activities included group book discussions and a family night event featuring a visit from Clifford the Big Red Dog and his friend Emily Elizabeth. 
Scholastic Book Fairs Executive Director Bobby Pacheco praised the level of enthusiasm and competitive spirit shown by Graves County Middle School and other schools across the country involved in the Book Fair program.  

“The Student Crew brings a new dimension to the Book Fair experience because students help plan, promote, and run the events,” said Pacheco. “When it comes to running a middle school Book Fair, the Crew kids know what will connect with kids at this age. They know what to say and do to get their peers excited about reading.”
In addition to the first-place winner, four schools received second-place awards worth $1,000 in books and educational resources, and six schools received a President’s Award for Exceptional Performance worth $500 in Scholastic merchandise.
For more information about Scholastic Book Fairs, please visit www.scholastic.com/bookfairs. 
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