Scholastic Book Fairs Announces 2011 Kids Are Authors( Competition

Winning Students’ Books to be Published and Distributed through Book Fairs Nationwide

New York, NY (February 9, 2011) – Scholastic Book Fairs, a division of Scholastic, the global children’s publishing, education and media company, today announced its annual Kids Are Authors( competition, a national book-writing contest that encourages teams of student writers to use their reading, writing and artistic skills to create their own books. Students develop their entries in groups of three or more under the supervision of an adult who serves as the project coordinator. Winning books are published and distributed nationwide through Scholastic Book Fairs, which conducts more than 120,000 book fairs in schools across the country every year. The deadline for entries in the Kids Are Authors contest is March 15, 2011. 
“Scholastic Book Fairs is proud to work with teachers across the country to give aspiring writers and artists an opportunity to showcase their talents,” said Alan Boyko, President of Scholastic Book Fairs. “Every student who participates in the Kids Are Authors program gains something through the creative process of writing and illustrating a book, and ultimately, that makes them all winners.”
Two grand prize winners will be selected, one for nonfiction and one for fiction.  In addition to having their books published, the grand-prize winners receive a medal and a framed commemorative certificate. Their school receives a $5,000 Scholastic Book Fairs shopping voucher and 100 copies of the winning book, printed professionally. Scholastic Book Fairs also awards $500 in merchandise and certificates of merit to 25 runner-up schools.
Entries are judged by a panel of authors and publishing experts based on originality, content, overall appeal to children, quality of artwork, and the compatibility of text and illustrations. Scholastic publishes the winning books, which will be made available at cost through Scholastic Book Fairs throughout the country.  This year’s panel of judges includes renowned children's book authors and illustrators E.B. Lewis, Jared Lee, Peter Brown, Deborah Heiligman and Tad Hills.
Last year, more than 4,000 students participated in the Kids Are Authors competition. Second-grade students from East Washington Academy in Muncie, IN, penned the program’s fiction winner, Vincent van Gogh’s Cat, a story that takes readers on a journey through some of history’s most memorable and influential paintings. The non-fiction category winner, Houdini Was…, was written and illustrated by second graders from White Bluffs Elementary in Richland, WA and was a sweet, uplifting memorial to the students’ beloved classroom pet hamster.
The contest is open to students in grades K-8 in United States and U.S. International schools. No purchase necessary.  Void where prohibited.  Schools interested in participating in the 2011 Kids Are Authors writing contest can find information about the program at scholastic.com/kidsareauthors. For more information about Scholastic Book Fairs, click here and visit our media room for information about Scholastic.
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