FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE







            Release Date TBD
Contact: Maximum Entertainment Productions

Phone: 917-206-4670

Email: tjames@maximumcompany.com
Seatbelts Everyone! 

The Magic School Bus™ Live! The Climate Challenge launches 25th Anniversary 60 City Tour
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This fall, America’s favorite bus zooms to the stage with an all new 25th anniversary musical adventure! The Magic School Bus Live! The Climate Challenge, based on the best-selling and award winning Scholastic book series , will be presented by Maximum Entertainment Productions in association with Bay Area Children’s Theatre in celebration of the 25th anniversary of the beloved franchise. . Doug Cooney’s (Nobody’s Perfect, The Final Tour) witty book and Scott Elmegreen’s (Colin Quinn Long Story Short; Awesome Allie, First Kid Astronaut) catchy music and lyrics shine under the direction of Tracy Ward (Strega Nona, Hunter Gatherers) and create a show that will become an instant favorite for kids and adults alike. The musical takes the audience on an exciting adventure from the arctic to the equator and examines what affects Earth’s climate every day. The Magic School Bus Live! The Climate Challenge is sure provide audience members with a fun and educational theater experience that will have them shouting “Wahoo!” with Ms. Frizzle and the gang.
This refreshing musical interpretation focuses on one of the most important environmental issues facing the Earth today: climate change. As Ms. Frizzle and her students do research for their class play on climate, they hop on the Magic School Bus to learn how recycling, alternative energy, and conservation can make a difference in the world. Jessica Payne leads the cast as the fun-loving Ms. Frizzle, with Kyle Payne, Catherine Gloria, Jaqueline Goalwin, Brian Conway, and Calia Johnson as her beloved students. Beginning in Berkeley, California, the seven month tour will include stops in more than 60 cities, including Memphis, Indianapolis, Virginia Beach, and New York. The Brad Simon Organization serves as exclusive booking agent for this all-new musical production.
Based on the best-selling Scholastic book series written by Joanna Cole and illustrated by Bruce Degen, The Magic School Bus is an Emmy Award-winning animated television series that is seen in more than 39 countries and 16 languages. It currently airs on the Qubo Channel in the United States. With more than 58 million books in print, the brand has won numerous industry excellence awards, including two Emmys for Lily Tomlin (for her portrayal of Ms. Frizzle in the TV series), five CINE Golden Eagles, a Parents Choice Gold Medal, a National Conservation Achievement Award, an Environmental Media Association Award, and an Annenberg Public Policy Center Award. The series has been a favorite venue for guest celebrity voices as well, including those of Dolly Parton, Wynonna Judd, Dabney Coleman, Bebe Neuwirth, Tyne Daly, Swoozie Kurtz, Rita Moreno, Ed Asner, and Tony Randall, among others
MAXIMUM ENTERTAINMENT PRODUCTIONS (Producer) is a producing, developing, and general management company located in New York City, founded in 2005 by Eva Price, Avram Freedberg, and Mary Beth Dale. The purpose of the company is to provide support, development, financing, and production in all areas of entertainment. Broadway: Kathy Griffin Wants a Tony, Colin Quinn Long Story Short, The Merchant of Venice, A Life in the Theatre, The Addams Family, Wishful Drinking and Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas. Off-Broadway: Voca People, The Judy Show: My Life as a Sitcom, Circumcise Me, Los Big Names, The J.A.P. Show: Jewish Princesses of Comedy, The Great American Trailer Park Musical. International and touring: Ella, ‘S Wonderful: The New Gershwin Musical, Tomie dePaola’s Strega Nona the Musical, Irving Berlin’s I Love A Piano, The Great American Trailer Park Musical, Private Jokes, Public Places. 
BAY AREA CHILDREN’S THEATRE (Associate Producer) was founded in 2004 as Active Arts Theatre for Young Audiences to bring high quality theatre to family audiences in the Bay Area. We specialize in literary adaptations of great children’s books. Through challenging and exciting productions that emphasize artistic excellence, we seek to engage a new generation of theatergoers and inspire young people to open their imaginations to new worlds. Bay Area Children's Theatre has four programs: Main-stage productions, educational drama classes, touring productions, and pre-kindergarten special productions. We produce main stage productions in Berkeley, San Ramon, San Francisco, and Saratoga. Our performances feature professional adult performers. We hire designers and directors who bring vibrant, creative worlds to life and who understand how to make theatre accessible for young audiences. Past productions include: Strega Nona (national tour in association with Maximum Entertainment), Junie B. Jones and a Little Monkey Business, James and the Giant Peach, Little Women, Pippi Longstocking, If You Give a Mouse a Cookie (in partnership with Children's Fairyland), How I Became a Pirate, Wonderland: A Circus Adaptation of Alice in Wonderland (in partnership with The Circus Center of San Francisco) and many other adaptations of great children's literature.  

TRACY WARD (Director) works as a freelance director in the San Francisco Bay Area, focusing on New Works for the American Theater.  Recent productions include: National Tour of Strega Nona with Bay Area Children’s Theatre/Maximum Entertainment (2009.2010 tours), The Horses by Brian Thorstenson at AlterTheatre, The Shaker Chair by Adam Bock at Shotgun Players/Encore Theater, JUANA, a new opera by Carla Lucero at Theatre Artaud, and the critically acclaimed, award-winning production of Hunter Gatherers by Peter Nachtrieb at the Thick House in June 2006.  Other directing credits include work with:  Theatre Rhinoceros, Abydos Theater, Lunatique Fantastique, Stephen Pelton Dance Theater, Word for Word, Playground Company, Oakland Public Theatre, Z Space, and the Summer Plays Festival New York City.

SCOTT ELMEGREEN (Music/Lyrics) is a Broadway composer, playwright, and sound designer living in New York City.  His original compositions can be heard in Colin Quinn Long Story Short, directed by Jerry Seinfeld at the Helen Hayes theatre, and recent writing credits include Awesome Allie, First Kid Astronaut (commissioned by Vital Theatre); COLLEGE The Musical (NYMF Award for Excellence in Writing; Pace New Musicals Award; Richard Rodgers Award finalist; Hippodrome State Theatre; published by Dramatic Publishing Company); Vote For Me: A Musical Debate (NYMF 2010; commissioned by Aged in Wood Productions); and Thucydides (Samuel French Off Off Broadway Festival Winner; published by Samuel French).  Scott’s other composition and sound design credits include What I Took in My Hand (Ontological-Hysteric Theater; Brick Theater), Daguerreotype (Abingdon Theater), We Can’t Reach You, Hartford (Bedlam Theater; Fringe First nomination), Joyce Carol Oates’ Tone Clusters (Fringe Report Award, Best Play), and ‘S Wonderful: The New Gershwin Musical (1st National Tour), which he also orchestrated.  Scott is a graduate of Princeton University.

DOUG COONEY (Book) is a Los Angeles based playwright whose plays and musicals have been produced by the Kennedy Center, South Coast Rep, Lincoln Center Institute, Mark Taper Forum, and Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, among many others.  In 2010, he was awarded the Charlotte B. Chorpenning Cup, the highest honor presented to playwrights for young audiences by the American Alliance for Theater and Education. His musical Nobody’s Perfect recently completed a national tour through the Kennedy Center.  The original cast recording of Nobody’s Perfect received a Parent’s Choice Award and Disney’s i-Parenting Media Award.  His play The Final Tour was developed at Sundance Theatre Labs in a workshop directed by Moises Kaufman.  He has received grants and fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts, the MacArthur Foundation, the MacDowell Colony and the State of Florida Division of Cultural Affairs, among others.  His short film ABUELO has been screened at film festivals across the country.  Cooney has also written screenplays and television scripts for Paramount Pictures, Nickelodeon Films, SONY Animation, Disney Channel and Fox Television.  He is a member of the Writers Guild of America and the Dramatists Guild and is represented by Harden-Curtis Associates.  

Brad Simon (Booking Agent) A native of Pittsburgh, PA, Brad formed BSO in 1983 as a management company and booking agency for classic and contemporary jazz artists and is responsible for the company’s expansion into the representation of theatrical, dance and variety presentations. Brad has a Bachelor of Science degree from Carnegie-Mellon University’s Tepper School of Business. He is a graduate of the Commercial Theater Institute and a member of The Broadway League.
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