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A masterful epic adventure about family and the power of story 
from the creator of the worldwide bestsellers 

The Invention of Hugo Cabret and Wonderstruck  
 
 

 
 

By Brian Selznick 
 

★ ‘[A] powerful story about creating lasting art and finding family in unexpected places.” 
— Publishers Weekly, starred review 

★ “Time, grief, forgiveness, and love intersect in epic theater celebrating mysteries of the heart and spirit.”  
— Kirkus Reviews, starred review 

★“[A]stonishing, and truly marvelous.” — Booklist, starred review 
★ “Complex, entertaining, and full of gorgeous art and writing, this is a powerhouse of a book.”  

— School Library Journal, starred review 
 

Scholastic proudly presents The Marvels, a mesmerizing and multi-layered reading experience, written and 
illustrated by bookmaking virtuoso Brian Selznick. Featuring Selznick’s most arresting art to date, The 
Marvels is the most intricate and ambitious work yet by the Caldecott Medalist and #1 New York Times 
bestselling author and artist. Selznick delivers a magnificent reinvention of his signature form, taking readers on 
an awe-inspiring voyage about the complexities of family and growing up, while also creating a loving tribute 
to the power of story. 
 
Expanding upon the genre-breaking form Selznick originated in his trailblazing debut, The Invention of Hugo 
Cabret, and evolved in his novel, Wonderstruck, The Marvels weaves two seemingly unrelated stories—the first 
in nearly 400 pages of continuous pictures, the second in prose—with spellbinding synergy. The illustrated 
story sweeps the reader through five generations of a legendary family of actors, beginning in 1766 with Billy 
Marvel, the lone survivor of a shipwreck. The prose story opens in 1990 and follows Joseph, who has run away 
from school to an estranged uncle’s puzzling house in London, where he, along with the reader, must piece 
together many mysteries. At once a gripping adventure, an intriguing invitation to decipher how the two 
narratives connect, and a moving exploration of our need to belong and to tell stories, The Marvels is a 
masterful storytelling feat from an artist at the vanguard of creative innovation. 
 
Brian Selznick is the Caldecott Medal-winning author and illustrator of the #1 New York Times 
bestsellers Wonderstruck and The Invention of Hugo Cabret which was adapted into Martin Scorsese's Oscar-
winning movie Hugo. Selznick’s books have garnered countless accolades worldwide, and have been translated 
into more than 35 languages. He has previously worked as a set designer, independent bookseller, and a 
puppeteer. He lives in La Jolla, California, and Brooklyn, New York. For more information about Brian 
Selznick’s books, please visit: http://mediaroom.scholastic.com/brianselznick  
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