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St. Mary School Wins First Place

in Scholastic Book Fairs National Contest

LAKE MARY, Fla. – (March XX, 2011) – St. Mary School in Wooster, Ohio, has won first place in the Scholastic Book Fairs Elementary National Contest, winning a visit from best-selling author Margaret Peterson Haddix and a $2,000 shopping voucher from Scholastic, the global children’s publishing, education and media company.  The semi-annual competition encourages schools to attract and increase student and adult interest in the Book Fair, as well as in books and reading.
Last fall, St. Mary School parent, staff, and student volunteers organized a superhero-themed Book Fair called “Here’s to Our Heroes: Reading Saves the Day.” To promote the Book Fair, Student Crew members created decorations and signs, wore sandwich boards at the carpool line, presented school-wide television commercials, and even dressed in superhero costumes.

St. Mary School teachers incorporated the Book Fair theme into the curriculum by facilitating classroom discussions and research projects about real-life heroes. Students also read books about heroic figures and wrote essays about their personal heroes. 
The school hosted several fun activities to generate Book Fair excitement, including a “Design your own Superhero” contest, a “Super Sleuth” scavenger hunt, a superhero riddle guessing game, and a family luncheon. In addition, the students were challenged to collect loose change for the One for Books program. The school’s priest agreed to leap over a stack of books while wearing a Superman costume if the students reached their goal. After exceeding their goal, students cheered as their priest made good on his promise and leaped over 337 books – one book for each dollar collected. 
Scholastic Book Fairs President Alan Boyko praised the level of enthusiasm and competitive spirit shown by St. Mary School and other schools across the country involved in the book fair program.  
“The National Contest is designed to help schools connect young minds with the excitement of books and the thrill of reading,” said Boyko. “It was difficult to choose only one winner from the many outstanding submissions we received.”

Additionally, four schools earned second-place awards worth $1,000 in Scholastic merchandise, and eight schools received a President’s Award for Exceptional Performance worth $500 in Scholastic merchandise.

For more information about Scholastic Book Fairs, please visit www.scholastic.com/bookfairs. 
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